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On September 11 a mass meeting of Indians was held at the Jew-
ish Empire Theatre, Johannesburg. About 3,000 delegates hailing
from various parts of the Transvaal were present. Abdul Gani, chair-
man of the Transvaal association, presided. The most important
among the resolutions passed by the assembly was the famous Fourth
Resolution, by which the Indians solemnly resolved not to submit to
the ordinance and to suffer all the penalties attaching to such
non-submission.
In supporting the resolution Gandhi solemnly said: "By some
critics, it might be thought that there is a defect in the chain of our
reasoning because we ask for redress of our grievances and then
immediately threaten to go to jail if our prayers are not granted. We
are not holding out a threat. It is merely a question of one ounce of
practice which is worth whole tons of speeches and writings. Every
adjective used by us is justified by the occasion and if I could find a
stronger adjective I would use it. I have studied the whole of the
anti-Asiatic legislative acts throughout South Africa but have never
come across anything like this present ordinance. I feel we have done
the right thing in taking this step. In all our actions in this respect, we
are full of loyalty. I know my countrymen; I know I can trust them
and I know also that when occasion requires a heroic step to be taken,
every man amongst us would take it. There is only one course open
to me, namely, to die, but not to submit to the law, even if everyone
else were to hold back, leaving me alone. I am confident that I
should never violate my pledge."
For the benefit of the motley crowd the business of the meeting was
conducted in Gujarati, Hindi, Tamil and Telugu. At the conclusion
of the speeches, all present, standing with upraised hands, took a
solemn oath with God as witness not to submit to the ordinance if it
became law.
The workers continued their activities unabated. Meetings were
held everywhere and pledges of resistance were taken. The principal
topic of discussion in Indian Opinion now was the Black Ordinance.
No one knew how to name the new movement. Gandhi then called
it "passive resistance".
Gandhi first approached the Government with memorials. The
Legislative Council deleted the clause affecting women but the rest
of the ordinance was passed practically in the shape in which it was
originally drafted.